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ADMINISTRATION  

The Henry County Parks and Recreation Department is dedicated to improving the quality of life for all 

citizens of Henry County by providing quality recreation and athletic programs, opportunities, special events, 

facilities and amenities.  In addition, our Therapeutic Recreation programs offer the special populations 

residents of Henry County the opportunity to participate in competitive sporting events as well as organized 

outings, socials and creative activities that enhance emotional, spiritual, social, physical and cognitive 

abilities.  This annual report provides an overview of the accomplishments of Henry County Parks and 

Recreation for the calendar year of January 1 through December 31, 2019. 

 

Bear Creek Recreation Center 

Bear Creek had a good year of serving the Hampton community.  Our Recreation Center has increased the 

daily average to about 60 members checking in Monday through Friday.  We are also open on Saturdays and 

have a good turnout on these days.  Henry County Transit brings several buses of people to the Senior Center 

everyday where there are plenty of activities to keep everyone active.  Many of these people come over to the 

Recreation side to walk on the track and some even use the exercise and weight equipment.  Bear Creek 

Recreation Center brought in over 611 new membership purchases and renewals.    

 

Behind the facility, landscaping and permanent picnic tables for the Pavilion 

were installed.  Members of Boy Scouts finished the projects who in turn 

earned their Eagle Scout Badges.  These projects added a great deal to the area 

by having a nice place to use for outside activities and shade from the hot sun 

for the Summer Day Camp participants.   

 

During the year, Bear Creek collaborated again with the Hampton Community 

Schools, the Fortson Library and local Merchants of Downtown Hampton by 

being represented at Wellness Fairs, Easter Egg Hunts, Halloween events and 

Conferences.  The Community Room is rented out for birthday parties, 

anniversary and retirement parties, bridal showers, engagement parties, baby 

showers, gender reveal parties, special Church and Civic Organization 

meetings, memorial services and holiday parties.  Bear Creek reached its 

capacity every week during the Summer Day Camp for the first time in 

offering this site in three years.   

 

2019 has been another very rewarding year here at Bear Creek Recreation Center.  New members as well as 

regular members are still coming in daily to get their workouts in.  Visitors continue to remark at how clean 

and nice our facility is.  Bear Creek continues to treat everyone ï staff, members and visitors ï as ONE BIG 

HAPPY FAMILY.  

 

 Cotton Fields Golf Course 

 Cotton Fields Golf Club has become a community "place to be" for golfers who 

do not belong to a "golf country club."  The prices at Cotton Fields are affordable 

and offer a fun and challenging golf experience.  Cotton Fields is right off of 

Interstate 75 thereby providing traveling golfers a way to enjoy a day of golf and 

support our hotel and restaurant industry.  We are extremely proud that our county 

employees, senior golfers, weekend golfers and many other golfers from different 

walks of life enjoy the course!   

 

Many groups host golf tournaments at Cotton Fields Golf Course and Event 

Center at an affordable fee allowing them to raise money for their organizations.   
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Norfolk Southern Railway employees who are stationed in Henry County for periods of time enjoy golfing 

after work.  Imagine being from the Midwest and being sent to Georgia for the winter months while working 

with the railway and being able to enjoy golfing!  We receive positive 

feedback from them every time they play!   

 

The golf course, under the supervision of Bryan Dixon, is in the best 

shape ever!  Since reopening in 2016 Mr. Dixon has added many 

landscaping ideas, improved the driving range, repaired cart paths and 

continues to work on the bunkers.  The fairways and greens look great!  

  
Fairview Recreation Center 

Fairview Recreation Center provided a variety of activities, such as 

Pickleball, zumba, aikido, senior exercise, yoga and a music program throughout the day. The county wide 

youth basketball league, school break and summer day camp and Bull Martin Basketball Camp were offered 

for the kids that were interested.  The afterschool program is provided for the children who attend Austin 

Road Elementary and Middle School and provides them with snacks, assistance with homework and weekly 

activities.   The Community Room can be rented for birthday parties, showers, gender reveal parties, 

anniversaries or whatever the special occasion may be.  This room was booked over 200 times in 2019.  

Fairview Recreation Center brought in over 829 new membership purchases and renewals.  

 

Vill age Park at North Henry 

Scheduling for rentals are completed at Fairview Recreation Center throughout the year for two football 

fields, splash pad and playground.  Pavilions and the community room 

are the only spaces that are available for rent. The community room can 

be used to host events such as, baby showers and birthday parties. The 

three pavilions located around the park are also used for a wide variety 

of events with access to the activity areas that are located within the 

park.   These facilities had over 300 rentals for 2019 including Wine 

Down Wednesdays.  The football fields hosted programs that included  

Elite Flag Football, Tackle Football played by the Ellenwood Raiders, 

7-on-7 tournaments, cheerleading, youth and adult soccer and the Bruce 

Holmes' mentoring program that are hosted on Saturdays. Over the 

summer in the community room at Village Park there was a STEM program.  A putting green was added to 

the park in September.  

 

HCPRD is hoping to use the open field in Village Park at North Henry to host many other events that can 

showcase the involvement that Henry County officials have with the community.    

 

Heritage Park  

Not only does Heritage Park house the main Recreation Office, but it also has two classrooms that provide 

activities, such as Zumba for adults and kids, yoga, oil painting, piano and vocal classes throughout the 

evening.  School break and summer day camp programs are also held at Heritage Park.  Many meetings are 

hosted at Heritage Park including the youth associationôs Fall and Spring meetings, youth basketball drafts 

and coaches meetings, and the McDonough Youth Baseball Associationôs spring and fall registrations.  

Lastly, the Board of Education also used the classrooms for their Annual Science Fair.   

 

Jason T. Harper Event Center 

The Jason T. Harper Event Center hosted numerous events including: Taste of Henry (benefits A Friendôs 

House, Inc.); Communities in Schools hosted a Parent Expo for children going back to school, and Butterfly 

Release for Southern Grace Hospice and the Henry County Fair.  There were also several walks/5K events 
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including Miles for Meals (Henry County Senior Services).  The Henry County Extension Agency utilized the 

Event Center for their archery team practices, dog and horse club meetings, 4-H meetings, camps and poultry 

judging along with a Farmerôs Market held each Thursday in June through August.  The Parks and Recreation 

Department utilized the Event Center for school break camps, summer camp, youth football weigh-ins as well 

as Pickleball.  Other organizations held various events including trainings for umpires and for the Henry 

County Fire and Police Departments. 

 

J.P. Moseley Recreation Center 

Home to the HCPRD Youth Basketball leagues, J.P. Moseley Recreation Center also offers a plethora of 

activities and family friendly options to help strengthen the surrounding community. Currently, the site offers 

vocal and music lessons, as well as zumba, line dance, Pickleball and karate classes. Another highlight to the 

J.P. Moseley Recreation Center is the loyal member base that takes advantage of its beautiful park and facility 

on a daily basis. For the 2019 year, J.P. Moseley Recreation Center brought in over 2,269 new membership 

purchases and renewals. This is a perfect example of our recreation centers truly serving the community.  Our 

Facility also provides Day Camps throughout the year, highlighted by the Summer Day Camp program. 

The variety of meeting rooms and rental space has allowed J.P. Moseley to host various public events 

throughout the 2019 calendar year, including AAASP wheelchair handball games, the AAASP JV and Varsity 

wheelchair handball state championships, youth day camp programs (Fall, Winter, Spring, and Summer), and 

the annual Olympic Day event. Private rental events such as birthday parties, baby 

showers, bridal showers, family reunions, holiday parties, elections and business 

training sessions helped to fill out the calendar.  The two pavilions and 

playground that sits in front of the Recreation Center draw a tremendous amount 

of people each year for rentals.  The football and baseball fields also located on 

the property were a huge attraction for several tournaments throughout the year.  

The walking trail is utilized daily. 

 

Disc Golf has become an extremely popular sport in Georgia. Henry County is 

home to one of the stateôs premier disc golf courses. In fact, the PDGA 

(Professional Disc Golf Association) recognized the disc golf course at J.P. 

Moseley as a ñchampionship-caliber courseò that caters to all players, regardless of skill level. The course 

features 27 holes and is the highest-rated course in the state. In 2019, several tournaments and other weekend 

play events to Henry Countyôs disc golf site, including the ADGO (Atlanta Disc Golf Organization) Bag Tag 

Challenge Kick-Off in February, the Mozeathon in June, a Toys for Tots Tournament in September (raising 

over $8,400 for the cause), league play in the Mozaleague, Hotlanta in August, the Halloween Glow Round 

Fund in October and hosted the Georgia Club Championship. The largest tournament hosted close to 100 

players. The Henry County course also draws a year-round and consistent amount of foot traffic due to the 

social groups, teams, and other individuals who come out to enjoy the fun; drawing hundreds of players from 

across the southeast. Anyone interested in connecting with fellow disc golf enthusiasts can find more 

information on the ñHenry County Disc Golf Clubò on Facebook or Instagram.  Course pictures and maps can 

also be found at www.discgolfscene.com. 

 

Locust Grove Event Center 

The Locust Grove Event Center was used for 50 events that included wedding receptions, retirement and 

birthday parties, charity events and Middle School Dance throughout the year.  During the week, the facility is 

a place for the seniors to visit with each other, senior center programs, and offers two meals each day. 

   

 

 

http://www.discgolfscene.com/
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Locust Grove Recreation Center 

The Locust Grove Recreation Center is used for therapeutic recreation programs and events throughout the 

year.  The facility was rented out for several birthday parties, recitals, church services, reunions and weddings 

in the Sanctuary.  There were also over 200 therapeutic division special events.  We hold dance and piano 

lessons in our building throughout the year.  Locust Grove Recreation Center brought in over 427 new 

membership purchases and renewals.  The gym is used for open gym, youth basketball practices and 

wheelchair sports programs.  This site is also used for the Summer Day Camp program.      

  

Nash Farm Park 

 

Nash Farm Park has come alive in 2019!  Nash has become a popular venue for weddings, family reunions, 

graduation parties, meetings, and many different types of events.   

 

The Girl Scouts of America and She STEAM Organization hosted a community Mother/Daughter Night in 

March 2019 entitled "Ladies & Legacies."  The mother/daughter groups worked together in many bonding 

workshops.  Commissioner Dee Clemmons spearheaded the event and hopes to do more in the future. 

 

The Henry County Annual Cross Country Kick-Off entitled "The Battle of Atlanta" 

was held at Nash Farm the last week of August.  High School cross-country teams 

from all over the state of Georgia enjoy this event and it brings 10,000+ attendants. 

 

Georgia State University hosted the Sun Belt Conference Men and Women's Cross 

Country Championship 2019 at Nash Farm Park on November 1, 2019.  College 

teams from the southeast Sun Belt Conference participated.  A Georgia State 

University athlete won in the Georgia State 

University Womenôs Individual event.  This is 

the second time that this event has been 

hosted at Nash Farm Park and GSU Athletic Department stated that 

when they are the host, they appreciate using Nash Farm Park! 

 

Nash Farm Park hosted its first Multi-Cultural Music Festival and 

Rodeo in October 2019.  The participation from the community was 

excellent.  A second festival/rodeo was also held in November and was 

just as successful! 

 

Igloo Services is constructing an ice-skating rink at Nash Farm Park 

that opened the week of Thanksgiving and close President's Day week 

2020!  This skating rink offers the community the opportunity to enjoy 

a good family fun event at Nash Farm Park!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veteranôs Museum 

Heritage Park Veterans Museum is known for its treasure 

trove of memorabilia on display for the public to view. 

Several period correct and restored vehicles are displayed 

amongst various pieces of memorabilia from WWI to 
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present.  This past year the museum hosted over 4,554 visitors to view the restored military vehicles, uniforms 

and artifacts on display from WWI to the present. 

 

The museum also served as host for Henry County Memorial Day and Veterans Day attracting over 1,400 

visitors and participants. The museum is a destination each year for the Henry County Sheriffs Camp as well 

as many field trips from local schools.  

 

The museum is also a meeting place for monthly meetings of local American Legion Posts, Service 

organizations, and support groups. A destination for visitors to Henry County, the museum is one of the most 

popular attractions helping to feed the local economy.  

 

Veteranôs Wall of Honor 

In honor and remembrance of the lost servicemen and women, Henry County Parks and Recreation held its 

annual Memorial Day service May 28 at the Veterans Wall of Honor, in McDonough. The Memorial Day 

service brought out a crowd of visitors who were in attendance to remember and show respect for those who 

have made the ultimate sacrifice in service to our country.  Keynote Speaker General Edwin Burba, Jr, a 

retired US Army Veteran shared his remarks and displayed patriotism to the true heroes of our country. In 

solemn tribute, both Amazing Grace and Taps were played and a wreath was presented in memoriam. 

 

   
 In honor of Veterans Day, a Veterans Day Ceremony was held at the Veterans Wall of Honor at Heritage 

Park in McDonough. The special service will be held on Saturday, November 11, 2019 beginning at 11 a.m. 

This yearôs Keynote Speaker will be Lieutenant Colonel, US Army (Retired) Lee Stuart, a former soldier of 

the United States Army with more than 30 years of service. Stuart was drafted in 1967 and began his career in 

Vietnam and served as a Pathfinder with the ARVN Rangers.  He was later transferred to the 173rd Airborne 

Infantry Brigade.  He held a variety of key leadership positions while serving on assignments across the globe 

and earned many awards and decorations over his military career. Stuart retired from the United States Army 

in June 2002. The Veterans Day Ceremony included opening remarks by Mike Katona with American Legion 

Post 55. The service also included a Presentation of the Colors by the Jackson High School NJROTC Color 

Guard. The Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Eduardo Bryant and Chaplain Charles Jackson, LTC, U.S. 

Army (Retired) provided the invocation and benediction. A wreath was presented by WO1 Amy Berner and 

SSG Austin Berner and Community Christian School performed the National Anthem and God Bless 

America. A service song medley was conducted by the Strong Rock Christian School Band and the service 

was peppered throughout by various musical interludes provided by David Gregory, bagpipe musician. Jim 

Houston, with Bugles Across America, closed the service with Taps. 

 
HCPRD continued to sell bricks for the Veteranôs Wall of Honor throughout the year.  In 2019, (14) 4x8 

bricks, (7) 12x12 bricks were sold and (11) bricks that were replaced due to damage.  Approximately 8,100 

people visited the Veteranôs Wall of Honor as well as the Heritage Park Veterans Museum.  
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Community Outreach 

July is National Parks and Recreation Month and our department celebrated by hosting and attending several 

events throughout the month.  These included the day camps; Special Olympics masters bowling competition, 

and the GRPA District swim meet.   

HCPRD is a member of GRPA, a non-profit organization 

dedicated to the promotion, preservation and advocacy of 

the Parks, Recreation & Leisure Services profession.  

Participation with GRPA includes serving  

on GRPA committees, hosting a sixth district meeting, 

attending day camp workshops, sending teams to compete 

in youth track, hosting a youth basketball tournament, 

sending swimmers to compete at a State competition, 

sending staff to its annual conference, and staff taught 

sessions at the conference.   

 

HCPRD participated in the 22nd Annual Hands on Henry 

Day, sponsored by Leadership Henry and Henry County 

Chamber of Commerce.  For this event, volunteers come together to make our community a better place.  

Those that participated completed projects at Henry County park facilities such as landscaping beautification, 

maintenance, entrance sign improvements, garbage pick-up, painting and playground equipment repair.     

HCPRD is a Partner in Education, a program sponsored by the Board of Education and the Henry County 

Chamber of Commerce that links businesses and schools in an ongoing commitment to strengthen and enrich 

educational opportunities for students.  HCPRD teamed up with the Board of Education to provide AAASP, 

adapted sports program that enhances educational outcomes for students with physical disabilities.  The Board 

of Education provided transportation for AAASP participants and HCPRD Camp programs that took place 

during school breaks.  HCPRD utilized 11 Board of Education gymnasiums to provide a youth basketball 

program during the winter months.  HCPRD utilized the Stockbridge High School Track for our youth track 

program.  The Department also held tours at parks and provided use of the picnic shelters for school field 

trips.   

HCPRD Staff was available for information booths and to speak with 

schools, clubs, and civic organizations to share information about 

Henry County Parks and Recreationôs programs & services.  Staff 

were also on hand at the Locust Grove Days and the Pollen Festival 

held in Hampton.  In 2019, those groups included Ola Elementary 

School, Luella Middle School, Ola High School and Locust Grove 

High School for their career days as well as company health and 

wellness fairs, career fair for Henry County Board of Education and 

participated in the National Night Out program presented by the 

Police Department.  Our staff also attended open houses at the 

following schools: Austin Road Elementary, Austin Road Middle 

School and Stockbridge Elementary.  James ñBullò Martin also 

mentors at Stockbridge Elementary and Woodland Elementary 

Schools.   

 

We had a very positive year with our partners.  We also collaborated 

with Childrenôs Health Care of Atlanta.  Academy Sports provided a 
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practice basketball for each of our youth basketball teams as well as a coachôs kit that included ball, clipboard, 

whistle, ball bag and cones for each of our head coaches.  We are very thankful to each of our partners for 

supporting our efforts to provide quality products for the citizens of Henry County.  We are hoping to find and 

build more relationships in the upcoming year.  

 

The Henry County Parks and Recreation Department offers an opportunity to advertise in the form of a 4ôx8ô 

fence sign to be located on the fields of our parks.  This fence sign is white vinyl reinforced with nylon and 

has mental grommets in the hem.  In 2019, HCPRD sold 10 banners in the amount of $1500.00 offered 

through several levels of packages and $1500.00 was kind money from Academy Sports.  This is an excellent 

opportunity to show support of the local teams, to reach visiting families and to provide the business a low 

cost advertising vehicle. 

  

Economic Impact 

Henry County hosted 525 youth baseball teams for the United 

States Specialty Sports Association (USSSA) Atlanta Super NIT 

during March 16 and 17 and May 18 and 19, 2019, featuring 

youth ages 5-14 playing in all divisions. In the Major Division, the 

top two winning teams in this tournament in the age 9, 10, 11, 12, 

13 and 14 age divisions will get berths in the Elite 32 USSSA 

World Series in Melbourne, FL. Henry County has also hosted the 

Atlanta Super NIT for the last eight years. Additionally, Henry 

County is the only place in Georgia to have hosted this 

tournament, the largest NIT in the nation.  HCPRDôs tremendous 

impact on Henry Countyôs economy in 2019 included tournaments 

for baseball, basketball, disc golf, football, softball, soccer and tennis.  There were more than 60 large 

tournaments played in Henry County involving 960 teams. These totals include the USSSA World Series 

Baseball Tournament that was held in July and the Atlanta Peach Classic Soccer Tournament.  These 

tournaments are one of Henry Countyôs largest tourism driveres.  A Celebrity Basketball Game featured The 

Warriors of the Concrete and many other celebrities in which all proceeds went towards local schools and 

families.  Those who attended the game were asked to bring an unwrapped toy to be given to local families.  

 

ADULT ATHLETICS  

For the fourth year, Pickleball has risen from roughly 25 to 46 per day 

for the indoor courts at J.P. Moseley Recreation Center, 6 ï 14 players 

per day for the outdoor courts at Heritage Park and 12 ï 30 players per 

day for the indoor courts at Fairview Recreation Center.      

 

Adult Softball continued its league play offering a variety of leagues 

for adults: 50+ League, Co-Ed Open, Co-Ed Church, Menôs Open D, 

and Menôs Church D.  We offered a fall and spring season with 42 

teams in spring and 42 teams in fall.  We had 4,983 participants that 

played at Heritage Park in McDonough.  At the end of each season, we 

provide a single elimination tournament to the leagues.  The Champion 

and Finalist team of each league received t-shirts and a trophy.   

 

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS  

One member of the Henry County Parks and Recreation Department was honored at the Georgia Recreation 

and Park Associationôs 6th District Annual Awards meeting held Chamblee, GA.  Shane Massey was the 

recipient of the Maintenance Operations Professional Award.  On Nov. 5, 2019, Ty Bryant was recognized as 

Georgia Recreation and Parks Associationôs Athletics/Aquatics Network Outstanding Volunteer Award, 
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Brandi Dailey received a 20 Year Service Pin and the Grits with Grinch flyer won the Georgia Recreation and 

Parks Associationôs Publication Award for a Single Event.  On December 3, 2019, all of our award recipients 

were honored at the Board of Commissioners Meeting. 

 

   
 

Henry County Parks and Recreation employee and 

veteran Jim Joyce was honored on Dec. 9 by the 

American Legion for his tireless efforts and work 

on behalf of veterans. Nicole Clapp, the National 

Leader of the American Legion Auxiliary, came to 

Georgia to visit every county on behalf of the 

organization and was present at the American 

Legion located on Mt. Zion Rd. in Stockbridge to 

honor Joyce for his work with veterans. Members 

of the Mt. Zion American Legion and Auxiliary 

hosted the event, and Henry County Chair June 

Wood and Stockbridge Mayor Anthony Ford 

presented Joyce with a Certificate of Appreciation 

and thanked him for his service. Joyce is a facilities coordinator with HCPRD and operates the Heritage Park 

Veterans Museum. Joyce works with various veteransô organizations, including the American Legion and 

Vets Connect to assist veterans in receiving assistance and finding resources. He also plans several military 

and veteran recognitions throughout the year at the Henry County Veterans Wall of Honor. 

 

 

 

DAY CAMPS 

Henry County Parks and Recreation offered Day Camps for school breaks 

at different sites throughout Henry County. Day camps were offered for 

mid-winter break, spring break, and fall break.  300 campers attended 

over the 2019 school year. Our staff ratio was 1 counselor to every 10 

campers and camp times were 7:30am ï 6:00pm each day. 

 

We also offered a Summer Camp. This camp ran from May 28 ï June 28 

and July 8 ï 31, 2019.  We had 275 campers participate in at least 1 week 

of the 8 weeks of Camp.  Each week the campers and staff went 


